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English 
Our text for the first term will be ‘Escape 
from Pompeii’, a story which complements our 
topic on the Romans. It tells the story of a boy 
called Tranio who lives at the foot of Mount 
Vesuvius. He spends his time exploring the city of 
Pompeii with his family and friends when the 
volcano suddenly erupts. What will become of the 
city of Pompeii? Will Tranio successfully escape to 
safety?   

We will be focusing on skills for fiction writing; 
exploring character, plot and setting. The children 
will create their own fictional recount imagining 
themselves in the main character’s position. 
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Mathematics 
During the first term of the year, we will be 
focusing mainly on number and place value. It 
is vital that the children gain a secure 
understanding in this area before progressing 
to other aspects of mathematics. By the end 
of year four, children are expected to be able 
to: 
- count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 
1,000; 
- find 1,000 more or less than a given 
number; 
- count backwards through 0 to include 
negative numbers; 
- recognise the place value of each digit in a 
four-digit number (1,000s, 100s, 10s and 1s); 
- order and compare numbers beyond 1,000; 
- identify, represent and estimate numbers 
using different representations; 
-  any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 
1,000. 

Topic 
Our topic this term is ‘When in Rome…’ 
We will be learning all about the Roman 
Empire and how their impressive army swept 
through Europe and much of Britain. The 
children will learn about how the Romans 
lived, how their arrival in Britain affected 
life for the Celts and how they changed life 
in Britain forever. 
To complement our 
text, we will also be 
learning about  
volcanoes and  
studying Pompeii.        

Ways you can help at home (please stick this on your fridge) 

- Encourage your child to write at home 
as much as possible. 

- Regular reading with your child is 
essential and should happen every day. 

- Ask your child questions about the book 
that they are reading. 

- Practise the weekly spellings. 

- Carry out research on the Romans. Who 
were they? Where did they come from? How 
did they change life in Britain? What 
evidence is there that they existed? 
- Take a trip to the beautiful city of Bath 
and look for signs of Roman life, particularly 
the architecture. 
- Watch some videos online of volcanoes 
erupting – an exciting spectacle to behold! 

- Practise all multiplication and division facts 
up to 12x12 (these should be known facts by 
the end of year four) 
-  Practise adding and subtracting 10, 100 
and 1000 to and from a given number. 
- Think about where you might find examples 
of negative numbers in everyday life e.g. 
freezer temperatures. 
- Learn the main Roman numerals. 
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