
 

 

English 
Our text this term is 
the magical ‘Leon and 
the Place Between’. It 
tells the story of a 
group of children who 
go to a magic show 
which results in one 

character seeing more than they bargained 
for… 
The children will begin the term by becoming 
immersed in the story and working on poetry, 
descriptive writing and new vocabulary. 
After this, the children will be writing a 
discussion text on whether or not animals 
should be used in the circus by considering the 
pros and cons and taking part in classroom 
debates. 
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Mathematics 
This term in mathematics we are focusing on 
adding and subtracting 4-digit numbers using 
the column method. To ensure the children are 
successful, it is vital that they know their 
number bonds within 20 and 100.  
By the end of year four, children are expected 
to: 

- Use a column to add two 4-digit numbers 
with more than one exchange 

- Use a column to subtract two 4-digit 
numbers with more than one exchange 

- Choose the most efficient method for a 
calculation (calculating mentally, using 
an empty number line or column) 

- Estimate the answer of their calculation 
- Check their answer using the inverse 

operation 

Topic 
Our topic this term is Roll up, roll up!  which is 
inspired by our class text. The children will be 
learning about the history of the circus, looking at 
countries where it is most popular and considering 
the pros and cons of using animals in 
performances.   
As always, there will lots of opportunities for art, 
D&T, drama and music linked with our topic and 
class text – should be a great term!  

Ways you can help at home (please stick this on your fridge) 

 

- Study different types of poetry. How many 
different types can you find examples of? 
Can you write your own poem about the 
circus? 
- Regular reading is essential and should 
happen daily with an adult at home. 
Children in Year 4 should be on book level 30 
by the end of the year. 
- Practise weekly spellings and key words. 

- Visit a circus/show or watch videos of these 
performances and events online. 
- Learn to juggle or perform a magic trick! 
- Research the history of the circus. Where did it 
begin? How has it changed over the years? 
- Carry out research into animals being used in the 
circus. What are the pros and cons? Are there 
charities who oppose the use of animals for 
entertainment? What do they say about the matter? 

-Children should continue to practise all 
multiplication and division facts up to 12x12. 
These should be ‘known facts’ by the end of year 
4.  
-Children should be given opportunities to engage 
in ‘real life’ maths where problem solving is 
required e.g. cooking, shopping and measuring. 
-Continue to improve fluency with addition and 
subtraction (answering calculations quickly.) 
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