
 

 

 

 

 

 

Counting and Ordering Numbers 

 Using playing cards or any other cards with numbers on 
and a set of objects. This can be anything e.g. forks, 
pasta, bricks, toy cars. Show the card and children to 
match the number shown with objects.  

 Using objects found around the house e.g. shoes, 
spoons, tins, children to make a number line.  

 Using playing cards or any other cards with numbers 
on, children to put the cards in order. To begin with 
they may need to copy.  
 
 

 Collect toilet rolls and write the numbers one to ten on 
them. Children to put them in order. Increase the 
challenge by seeing how quick that they can do this.  
 
If you have lots of toilet rolls, when they can order 
numbers one to ten, increase to numbers one to 
twenty. 

Number Recognition 

 Write a number on a piece of paper. Children to make 
the number out of objects that they find around the 
house or garden e.g. sticks, pencils,  
 
Children to then go around the house and find the 
correct number of objects to match.  

Practical Activities using things 

found in the Home! 



 

 

 

 

 

 Using cup cake case. Write numbers one to ten in each 
case and put in tin. 
 
Give child a pile of objects e.g. pasta, sweets, cotton 
wool balls etc. Children to count the correct number of 
objects into the cases to match the number.  

 Dice and a pile of objects e.g. coins 
Throw a dice, children to count the dots and say the 
number. Children to match the number with the correct 
number of objects. Alternatively, they could go around 
the house and find objects.  

Number Formation/Writing Numbers 

 Put some flour, sand, rice etc into a baking tray. Either 
write a number on a piece of paper or say a number. 
Children to draw it with their finger in the tray.  

 Make numbers out of bricks.  

 

Children to make numbers out of objects they can find 
around the house e.g. cotton wool, pasta, coins, small 
toys 

 Children to practise writing numbers with whatever you 
have available e.g. markers, pencils, chalk. If you had a 
paint brush they could write the numbers on the floor 
with water (outside) 
 
 



 

Addition & Subtraction 
 Write simple addition sums in cup cases and children to 

solve by placing in the correct number of objects.  
 
This could also just be written on piece of paper and 
put in a bowl. 

 Using bricks, give child two bricks and get them to add 
the dots to find the total.  

 Make two towers with the same number of bricks. Each 
person takes it in turns to throw the dice. They then 
need to take away the corresponding number of bricks. 
The winner is the first person to have no tower left at 
the end.  

Other Maths Activities 

 Give children a pile of coins and get them to sort into 
1p’s, 2p’s, 5p’s etc. to practise coin recognition.  

 Draw a shape on a piece of paper. Child to go round the 
house looking for objects the same shape.  
 
Square, Circle, Triangle, Rectangle etc.  



 

READING  

 

 

Using a toilet roll and paper, make a watch which they 
can then wear.  

 On a piece of paper, draw a pattern. Child to copy 
pattern and make it using bricks.  

Phonics (Initial Sounds) 

 Scavenger Hunt: Write some initial sounds on paper 
and children to go around the house looking for some 
objects which start with the initial sound.  

 

Children to go around the house and label things with 
their initial sound.  

 

Make a skittles type game. The letters in the pictures 
were made from cereal boxes. You could label empty 
plastic bottles with initial sounds.  
 
Stand the items with the sounds up. Either say the 
sound and using a ball the child needs to try and hit it 
down. Or the hit any sound down but have to say the 
sound that they hit.  

  

Keyword Practise (sets of words (approx6) given by the teacher for your child to learn) 

 

Write the words out and attach them to toys and refer 
to the word when playing. ‘My car can go faster then 
‘he’ card’. 
 
 



 

WRITING 

 The same as noughts & crosses but in each segment 
write a keyword. When the player covers the word with 
a counter they need to say it out loud. The aim is still to 
get three in a row! 

 On a piece of paper, draw a car park with the keywords 
written in each space (see picture opposite). Tell the 
children where to park their car using the ‘keyword’.  

 Write the keywords on pieces of paper and hide them 
around the house. Give the child a word to go and find.  

Spelling 

 Fill a tray with some shaving foam, moisturiser, rice, 
sand etc. Say the word and child writes it with their 
finger in the tray.  

 Write a word and the child traces over it.  

 Say a word and child makes it out of objects from 
around the home including crayon, coins etc.  

 Write letters on pieces of cards. How many words can 
be made from the letters?  



 

 

 

 

Letter Formation 

 Fill trays, baking trays with sand, rice etc and children 
can use their finger to practise writing letters.  

 

Children to make letters out of objects they can find 
around the house e.g. cotton wool, pasta, coins, small 
toys 

 

Write large letters on pieces of paper and children to 
make the letter by putting objects on top.  

 

Children to practise writing letters with whatever you 
have available e.g. markers, pencils, chalk. If you had a 
paint brush they could write the letters on the floor 
with water (outside).  
 
 


