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Dear Parent or Carer,   
 
With the news of a second national lockdown, now is a great opportunity to thank you for your support when keeping the school community 
safe and also share a few reminder messages. 
 
Last term, our whole school attendance stood at 94%. This was much higher than we had predicted in early September and shows how much 
the children needed to/enjoyed coming back to school. We were also very impressed with how you followed our new one-way system and 
staggered times for drop off and collection. The one-way system has been a resounding success. So much so that we intend to keep that 
system of entering and exiting. 
 
What we have enjoyed the most is having the children back at school. Yes, they have had to learn new routines and habits but they have taken 
it all in the stride and have been a pleasure to teach. Having weekly lessons such as music and PE lessons has taken us back to some of the 
‘normal’ things that we were used to. Staff have also had to adapt. Virtual meetings, staying in bubbles and devising innovat ive ways to wash 
the hands of 30 children to name but a few! Last term was long and tiring. This term will no doubt be no different. We will of course celebrate 
Christmas. We are already planning to adapt events such as our Christmas art day and Christmas dinner. Whilst, we can’t have any Christmas 
nativities or productions this year, staff are hatching other plans as we speak.  
 
At the beginning of the October half term, you should have all received a text with a parental survey to collect your views. Thank you for your 
positive comments and recognition of all of the hard work taking place. It made a difference to staff to hear those. We also wanted to share a 
few concerns shared by the community. Below is a list of reminders that were shared back in September. I will be monitoring these actions to 
see if they are still being followed. Please don’t make me become that moaning headteacher on the playground with a clipboard telling people 
off!  
 
Safety Reminders 

• Only one parent or carer should be coming on to the school site to drop off and collect. This is very important especially during this 
second lockdown. We are also asking that siblings who attend local secondary schools don’t come onto site at this moment also. 
Please speak to a member of staff if you believe you have a genuine reason for needing more than one person to collect your 
children.  

• You should be coming at staggered times. You should not be waiting at the doors at 8:30 or 3:00 unless you have children who are 
collected at this time. I have reshared the times below. For example, if both of your children are in years 3,4,5 and 6, you should not 
be coming onto site until 3:15. The only exception to this rule would be parents who have children in both key stages. These parents 
are allowed on site at their earliest designated time to collect all of their children. This is something that staff have noticed is not be 
adhered to by all parents. I will be monitoring this closely and will be speaking to anyone directly who I feel has come onto site at 
the wrong time! 

• You may remember that staff are wearing masks in the corridors and in communal indoor areas. Whilst we have not made it 
mandatory for you all to wear masks on site, we would encourage you to wear them if you have them. This is something we regularly 
review and will make mandatory if necessary. 

• Some parents are not observing social distancing. This includes getting too close to the classroom doors. I have noticed this myself 
particularly with younger children. We know the benefit of a handover between yourselves and the teacher but this needs to be 
done safely and a telephone call is much better. I have also asked the site team to mark out socially distanced boxes outside each 
classroom to make social distancing very clear. You will not be allowed in these boxes when speaking to staff or when dropping 
off/collecting your children. 

• Some parents have shared concerns with people not following the one-way system, or larger groups of friends walking in together 
and hanging around. In the morning, reception parents must walk all the way around and not come up the nursery path. This may 
seem a pain but it is only quiet because everyone else is following the rules. Staff will be asking you to turn around and walk round in 
the correct direction from tomorrow.  

• Can we also remind you that smoking should happen once you are walking away from the site. We have had concerns about people 
smoking near the entrances and exits when others are entering.  

• You will also remember that for those waiting for nursery sessions that you have to wait off site, only walking up a few minutes 
before your time slots. We have worked with the nursery to make these waiting times better.  

• Wearing PE kit into school is a success. Your child’s class teacher will share their days for term 2. It is important that they wear 
uniform on the days when they don’t have PE and that their PE is what is described on our website. Not all families are sticking to the 
school PE kit colours.  

• We are allowing bikes and scooters for children who live at a distance from the school. If you live locally, the children should be 
walking in. This avoids too many children crossing the one-way system to get the bikes/scooters at the end of the day. The children 
also need to walk them down until they are off site. I don’t want to have to ban them altogether as some people rely on them to get 
to here. This includes electric scooters which we have noticed lately.  
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The only parents/carers who should be at the doors at 8:30 are those with children in 
year 5 and 6. We are also encouraging those older children to walk on to site on their 
own. 
 
The only parents/carers who should be at the doors at 3:00 are those with children in 
reception.  
 
Can you ease the amount of people on site? If you only have children in year 5 and 6, can 
they meet you off site?  
 
We accept that some of you have children with different times. Arrive at the earliest time 
stated and keep your distance please. 
Please expect members of staff to chat to you about following these rules. We will be 
talking to everyone who isn’t sticking to these times to solve any problems that you may 
have. No-one can argue that this process needs to happen to keep everyone safe.  
 

I know that this just sounds like a list of negatives and things you can’t do and I can’t thank you enough for all you have done to get the 
children back to school and keeping everyone safe. By keeping schools open, the government have recognised the importance of education. 
More than ever, we need to follow these rules to ensure that we limit the spread of the virus and keep our children at school and not self-
isolating at home. Many of you will know that I am also a parent to two young children. I sit on both sides of the fence and always try and 
remember this when I make decisions as the headteacher of a school that I cherish.  
 
Many of you would have seen our risk assessment on our website. This is reviewed regularly, especially in light of a second national lockdown. 
This month-long lockdown is likely to have another devastating impact on people’s finances and mental health. We urge you to speak to 
myself or Simon Penrose (our family support worker). We can help with food bank vouchers and have knowledge of local charities. Please do 
not suffer in silence. I am resharing our year group mailboxes that we used during our first lockdown. These are still monitored by staff and are 
a good way of communicating with class teachers. Alternatively, many of you find our Facebook messaging service really useful. Our school 
mobile (07718 575956) is another way of texting the team.  
 
Mailboxes for all parents to use when emailing to speak with staff 
ILM.EYFS@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year1@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year2@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year3@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year4@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year5@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Year6@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.SEN@E-ACT.org.uk  
ILM.Thrive@E-ACT.org.uk  

 

Lastly, you must ensure that we have your most up-to-date contact details. There may be times when we contact you outside of school hours 
and have to send letters via the website and Facebook. If you don’t have access to the internet, do you have a friend who could share the 
letters? We will continue to send paper letters home during school hours too.  
 
It leaves me to say, please stay safe, please support each other and please keep asking us questions. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs Hawkins 
Headteacher 

Year Group Drop off 
time 

Pick up 
time  

Reception  8:40am 3:00pm 

Year 1 8:40am 3:10pm 

Year 2 8:40am 3:10am 

Year 3 8:35am 3:15pm 

Year 4 8:35am 3:15pm 

Year 5 8:30am 3:15pm 

Year 6 8:30am 3:15pm 
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